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Our vision



Circular Economy Action Plan

Actions delivered

Work started

> 85%

54 actions covering the 
whole cycle



4 key areas of Action 



Eco-design Working Plan 2016-2019

Embed circularity in the design of new products and the materials they are 
made of 

Deal with current and future materials which are not circular

Ecodesing Working Plan 2016-2019

• Durability

• Reparability

• Recyclability



BREFs & Circular Economy

• BAT Conclusions for:

o non-ferrous metals 
o Common Waste Water and waste Gas Treatment / Management 

Systems in the Chemical Sector 
o Intensive Rearing of Poultry and Pigs
o Large Volume Organic Chemicals
o Large Combustion Plants

• Implementing Decision establishing  BAT Conclusions for Waste Treatment voted 
April 2018

Upcoming: key environmental issues to be addressed in other BREFs



4 key areas of Action 



New Deal for Consumers

Stronger enforcement and better opportunities for individual redress against unfair 
commercial practices 

Deterring misleading environmental claims or planned obsolescence practices

Proposed 11 April 2018

Objective:
To ensure that all European 
consumers fully benefit from 
their rights under Union law

Complementing the EU Circular Economy Action Plan

Protecting consumers



Empowering consumers to make thoughtful 
choices

Helping public authorities to choose 
sustainable products and services 



800 products registered

EU Ecolabel & EMAS
in Austria

290 organisations 
out of 3,866 in total

43% of Austrians say that ecolabels play an 

important part in their purchasing decisions 
Special Eurobarometer 468 



4 key areas of Action 



The new rules will make the EU a global leader in 
recycling:

• By 2030, at least 70 % of all packaging waste in 
each EU country should be recycled

• By 2035, all EU countries should recycle at least 65 
% and landfill less than 10 % of municipal waste

There are also recycling targets for specific packaging 
materials:
• Paper and cardboard: 85 %
• Ferrous metals: 80 %
• Aluminium: 60 %
• Glass: 75 %
• Plastic: 55 %
• Wood: 30 %



• Forward-looking calculation rules

• Landfilling restrictions for separately collected and recyclable waste

• Measures on prevention & encouraging the reuse of packaging

• Minimum requirements for producer responsibility schemes: 
producers to bear the cost of waste management

• Continuously improving separate collection

A comprehensive approach



4 key areas of Action 



• Quality standard for secondary raw materials (ie plastics)-
ongoing 

• Revised fertilisers regulation- undergoing the legislative 
process

• Proposal to set minimum quality requirement for reused water for 
irrigation- up-coming 

• By removing  existing 
barriers to the trade of SRM, 

• By improving waste 
management practices  

• By guaranteeing high quality 
standards.

Closing the loop 



Analysis interface between Chemicals, Products and Waste 
legislation

Uncertainties about 
how materials cease to 
be waste

Presence of substances 
of concern

Insufficient information

Difficulties in application of 
waste classification rules-
impact on recycling

Obstacles Examples of proposed actions 

Study on Member 
States' implementation 
of end-of-waste provisions

Consider REACH restrictions 

Take steps to develop a 
specific decision-making 
framework

Publish guidance on 
waste classification

Adopted January 2018



EU28

Austria

87% concerned about the 

effects of plastic products on 
the environment

76% worried about the 

impact of plastic products on 
their health

Special Eurobarometer 468 



Plastics Strategy

All plastic packaging will be reusable or recyclable 
(by 2030)

Boost the market for recycled plastics

Actions on single-use plastics and microplastics

Strategic Research Innovation Agenda for Plastics 
(2018) 

Support to multilateral initiatives on plastics



EU-wide pledging campaign

Plastics Strategy

Objective: by 2025 10 million tonnes of recycled plastics 
find their way into new products

Deadline for submissions is approaching:
30 September 2018 

Submit ambitious pledges at 
GROW-ENV-RPLASTICS-PLEDGE@ec.europa.eu

Industry has a crucial role to play! 



Action on single-use plastics and fishing gear

Proposed
28/05

Proposal for a 
Directive

Different measures for each item 
taking into account:
- consumer behaviour/needs
- opportunities for businesses



 Consumption 

reduction 

Market 

restriction 

Product 

design 

requirement 

Marking 

requirements 

Extended 

producer 

responsibility 

Separate 

collection 

objective 

Awareness 

raising 

measures 

Food containers X    X  X 

Cups for 

beverages 
X    X  X 

Cotton bud 

sticks 
 X      

Cutlery, plates, 

stirrers, straws 
 X      

Sticks for 

balloons 

 

Balloons 

 X      

   X X  X 

Packets & 

wrappers 
    X  X 

Beverage 

containers, their 

caps & lids 

- Beverage 

bottles 

  X  X  X 

  X  X X X 

Tobacco product 

filters 
    X  X 

Sanitary items: 

- Wet wipes 

- Sanitary 

towels 

 

 
  

 

X 

 

X 
 

 

X 

   X   X 

Plastic carrier 

bags 
    X  X 

Fishing gear     X  X 

 



Separate collection

• 90% separate collection target for plastic beverage bottles 

How? inter alia, by Deposit Refund Systems and targets for EPR → by 2025 

➢ Supporting plastic packaging recycling target of 55% → by 2030

➢ Supporting high quality recyclates and uptake of secondary raw materials

2018 President Juncker’s State of the Union 

“Europeans taking to the polls in May 2019 [..] will want to 
see a European law in force [on single-use plastics]. [..] 
I am today calling on all to work closely together over the 
next months, so that we can jointly deliver on what we 
have promised – before the European Parliament elections”



Other key sectors





Circular Economy Monitoring Framework

Measuring progress at EU and national level in the transition to a circular economy

Monitoring



Innovation and 
investments



Financing the circular transition 

• Horizon 2020 (2018-2020) Focus area 
"Connecting economic and environmental gains - the 
Circular Economy": € 941 million

• European Structural and Investment Funds, 
implementing Cohesion Policy

• European Fund for Strategic Investments 
(EFSI), focusing more on investments to meet the 
Paris Agreement targets and help the transition to a 
circular and low carbon economy

• LIFE programme



More to come in 2018 and beyond

• Options for a more sustainable Product Policy Framework

• Follow up to the Product/Organisation Environmental Footprint
(PEF/OEF)

• ETV: Staff Working Document with conclusions



Circular Economy 2.0

Sustainable finances Low Carbon EconomySkills Agenda DigitalizationNatural CapitalInvestments Innovation



Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/

Submit your own good practices, knowledge, 
strategies and voluntary commitments! 

• Advancing the circular economy concept on the ground
• Strengthening cooperation among stakeholders' networks 

representatives of networks of businesses, civil society and 
local, regional and national public authorities

Stakeholders' engagement

http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/


Learn more about the circular 
economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm 


